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cases only one terminated fatally. Inoculation must be
resorted to speedily after the symptoms of dysentery set in.

Since the plague has been in India the measures adopted
have fluctuated from extreme severity to inanimate mildness.
It is stated that at Nagpore in consequence of there appear-
ing to be no probability of the precautions which had
hitherto been observed proving effectual, the Chief Com-
missioner had directed. extensive modification in the rules.
Now it is notified that no plague patient should in future
be removed to a plague hospital without his consent, that no
person who had been in contact with a plague case should be
removed to a segregation camp against his will, and that
such person might continue to .reside in an infected
dwelling if he preferred to do so. Week by week the
number of deaths from plague in India is gradually
creeping up. A further advance was made last week, and
4977 deaths were recorded. The increase is entirely in
the Bombay Presidency, where alone 4506 deaths occurred,
Poona contributing 607. The decline of the outbreak in
Poona is characterised by the comparatively large number
of Europeans attacked. Several cases have occurred lately
in quite the fashionable parts of Poona and numerous
cases have been discovered in the servants’ quarters. The

daughter of Major-General Burnett, commanding the Poona
Station, has succumbed to the disease, as also has the

daughter of Major Windle, R.A.M.C. At Hyderabad,
Sind, plague shows no signs of abatement, although
the daily number of cases is under 20. In Calcutta
also there is an almost regular record of from nine
to 12 deaths day after day. In this city the only
measures which have been adopted during the whole of
the present outbreak (and current year) are the disinfec-
tion of every place where a death from plague is supposed
to have occurred. These mild operations provoke little or no
opposition, whereas anything stronger in the way of com-
pulsion only leads to concealment. Perhaps this is the best
course to pursue in India, after all.

’ 

An innovation in the operation of vaccination for small-pox
has been practised in Bengal during the past year. The six-
puncture system has been introduced and the decrease in the
number vaccinated is perhaps explained by this change. It is
thought that the plague scare has contributed to the decrease,
but it is much more likely that the extra two points have
been objected to. In some places it is said that they were
looked upon as in some way connected with plague inocula-
tion. In Calcutta alone the decrease was 12,704 in the
number of operations. It is difficult to see on what reason-
able grounds these changes were introduced, as it has been
conclusively shown that four points when followed by an
average success in "takings" afford a very high degree of
protection. The multiplication of points is much more

likely to bring the operation into discredit.
Up to the present time the majority of the English prac-

titioners who came out from England for plague duty have
received pay at the rate of Rs. 500 a month (say at a rate
of about &pound;400 a year). Until recently a sufficient number
was obtained on these terms, but whether the number
of available men has ceased or whether dissatisfaction with
the duties or with official treatment has brought about
the late scarcity it is perhaps difficult to say. From inquiries
I have made the unpopularity of this plague service has not
been altogether with regard to the amount of pay, and

although a rise of pay has induced a few to remain the
majority have been glad to get away. The offer of Rs. 700
a month may attract a few more men, but the Government
of India would secure all they wanted if they placed these
officers on a better footing. They would certainly retain,
also, some of the more experienced men if they held out
prospects of permanent appointment.

Sept. 28th.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE, LIVERPOOL.&mdash;At the
annual meeting of the Governors of University College,
Liverpool, held on Oct. 14th, it was resolved to apply
for a supplemental charter with the view of securing
fuller self-government and of increasing municipal repre.
sentation upon the governing bodies of the College. It waf

reported by the treasurer that Mrs. George Holt, widow oj
one of the most generous supporters of the College, and he]
daughter, Miss Emma Holt, had subscribed f:5000 to tbf

physical laboratory. Recently the same ladies gave &pound;2000
tn tbp medical school and &pound;3000 to the anatomical school oi

the College.

THE

ORGANISATION OF THE PROFESSION.

A List of Medical Unions, Guilds, and Kindred Associa--
tions -The International Congress on Medical Ethics and’
the Questiun of a National Congress.
IT is obvious that the organisation of the profession must,

not be limited to mere local efforts. Communications are
so rapid and easy that each locality must expect competition
from without. If in any district it is agreed that contract
work shall not be accepted except at certain fixed terms the
first and most pressing danger is that some medical man will
be imported from another neighbourhood where no such agree-
ment has been come to. Or, again, if it is found necessary-
to apply disciplinary measures and the concultants, acting in
harmony with the general practitioners, undertake not to
consult with some recalcitrant member of the profession,
what is to prevent consultants being brought in from
some other and outlying town ? ‘! Such difficulties can only
be overcome by a general understanding, a national

agreement concluded so as to support local effort. But the
first step towards a widespread combination js to bring the
existing organisations into intimate connexion one with the-
other. As matters now stand, however, there is not only no-
such common accord, but it is not even known how many
medical unions or guilds have been formed in the country
for the purpose of dealing with the economical and ethical
interests of the profession. Therefore, we have made an
appeal to all medical men interested in this movement to
send us the names and the addresses of the secretaries of all
such societies with which they are acquainted. As yet the
replies received have not come up to our expectations.
Perhaps the appeal has not., iii all cases, reached the proper
quarters; in any case there i.; good reason to believe that
many societies exist which have not yet communicated with
us. It is to be hoped that they will not delay any
longer in so doing. In the meanwhile we are in a

position to publish at least a preliminary list. Such
a list will, we hope, be of the greatest use in the work of
national organisation which is the indispensable and natural
complement of local organisation. Not only should the name
of each society and the address of its secretary be given, but
also the number of members enrolled and some other details.
The most useful, however, of all such details is an indication
showing what proportion of the medical men practising in
the districts of each society are enrolled and pledged to-
observe the rules. This is the only way of estimating the
fighting strength of such organisations. There are three
reasons why the immediate publication of such a list is a
matter of urgent necessity. First, this list is required so
that the French Committee organising the official Inter-
national Congress of Deontology or Medical Ethics, to be
held in connexion with the Paris Universal Exhibition, may
know to whom the invitations should be sent. Secondly, the

, Manchester Medical Guild is entertaining a proposal to hold
: a national English congress of such organisations and they
likewise need the addresses of all the unions or guilds.
. Thirdly, we ourselves require these addresses so as to render

this series of articles on the organisation of the profession as’
complete as possible and so that we may better be able to’.

judge what centres or towns should be visited by our Special
 Commissioner for the purpose of investigating on the spot

and describing the work which has been done.
The following, then, are the names and addresses which we

have so far been able to obtain of societies constituted so as
to deal with the economical and ethical interests of the

: medical profession :-
No. 1. The Medical Defence Union.-Secretary, Dr. Alfred

George Bateman, 4, Trafalgar-square, London, W.C.
, No. 2. The Hospital Reform Association.-Secretary, Mr.

Thomas Garrett Horder, 32, Windsor-place, Cardiff, Wales.
No. 3. The Eastbourne Provident Medical Association.-

- Secretary, Dr. A. Harper, 7, Chiswick-place, Eastbourne.
s This association with one exception comprises all the medical
f practitioners of Eastbourne and has 30 members. ’
r No. 4. The East Suburban Medical Protection and Medical
e Ethical Society, Limited. - Secretary, Mr. Murtaugh
0 Houghton, York-road, Ilford, Essex. This society has its
f offices or headquarters at the West Ham Hospital and has 120’
members.
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No. 5. The Lincoln Medical Society.-Secretary, Dr. W.
Carline, Lincoln. 40 members.

No. 6. The Brighton Hospital Reform Association.-Sec
tary, Dr. F. J. A, Waring, 8, Eaton-road, Hove, Bright(
25 members.

The above six societies constitute part of the Committee
Patronage of the Paris International Congress of Deontolo
or Medical Ethics. The other members of this committ

.are Mr. Thomas Wakley and Mr. Thomas Wakley, jui
joint presidents ; and Mr. Adolphe Smith, secreta1

423, Strand, London, W.C.; Sir William Thomson, Dubli
Sir Thomas Grainger Stewart, Edinburgh; Dr. Morg.
Dockrell, London ; Dr. W. Whitla, Belfast ; f

Kinkead, Galway; Dr. N. J. Hobart, Cork; and I
F. Ogston, Dunedin, New Zealand. Other societi
and prominent medical men would doubtless have al
lent their aid to form this Committee of Patronage ai

to forward the interests of the forthcoming internation
congress had a list of existing organisations such 
we are now endeavouring to draw up been in existenc
But those societies that have not been invited to ler
their aid must take the will for the deed. If in Englan
we are ignorant of their existence they can scarcely expe
to be known on the continent. We now continue the list.

No. 7. The Manchester Medipal Gtcild.-Secretary, D.
A. Stewart, 12, Eccles Old-road, Pendleton, Manchester. 20
members.
No. 8. The Wigan Medical Guild.-Secretary, M

Roocroft, Wigan. 75 members ; this, with but two excel
tions, comprises all the practitioners of the district.

No. 9. Tlte Colliery Surgeons’ Association.-Secretary, Mr
- J. H. Marsh, Little Hulton, near Bolton. This association
has about 100 members and includes all the colliery surgeon
of the Bolton and District coalfields excepting one surgeon
imported by the accident club against which a strike ha
been organised.
No. 10. The 5toe7?port Medical Society and the Stockpor

Provident Medical Guild.-Secretary, Mr. B. W. Housman
The Elms, Edgeley, Stockport. 40 members. There ii

only one local practitioner not enrolled.
No. 11. The Ashton-under-Lyne and District Medical

Society.&mdash;Secretary. Dr. S. Crawshaw, Trafalgar-sqaare,
Ashton, near Manchester. 42 members, comprising all the
local practitioners.
No. 12. The Nottingham and District Medical Union.-

Secretary, Dr. A. W. Peskett. College-street, Nottingham.
Two-thirds of the practitioners of this district are in union
.and there are in all 120 members.
No. 13. The Coventry Public Medical Service.-Secretary,

Dr. W. Richardson Rice, Gosford. green, Coventry. Started
in opposition to the Coventry Provident Dispensary which
,has a lay committee emplo3 ing six medical men. It has 22
members.
No. 14. The Il’eston-super-Mare Provident Medical Associa-

tion.&mdash;Secretary, Dr. C. P. Crouch, Sea Front, Royal-terrace,
Weston-super-Mare. 20 members, comprising nearly all the
loal practitioners.
No. 15. The County of Durham .1-redical Uition.-President,

Dr. Edward Jepson, 42, Old Elvet, Durham. (See next
page)
No. 16. The Small Heath -4fedic,41 Provident Club.-

Secretary, Dr. W. J. Notley, Small Heath, Birmingham.
(Details wanted.)
No. 17. The Manchester and Salford Provident Dispen-

,?aries Medical Officers’ Association.-Secretary, Mr G. H. ’

Broadbent, 8. Ardwick green, Manchester. 30 members.
No. 18. 7he London and Countres Medical Proter.tion

Society, Limited.-Han. General Secretary, Dr. Hugh
Woods. Registered Offi0e, 12, New Court, Lincoln’s Inn,
W.C. 1520 members.
No. 19. The United Kingdom, Police Surgeons’ associa-

tion.-Secretary, Mr. Fred. W. Lowndes, 40, Knight-street,
Rodney-street, Liverpool.
No. 20. The Cork Medi.al Profession Association.-Secre-

tary, Mr. Philip G. Lee, 25, Patrick’s-hill, Cork. The pro--
fession at Cork is completely organised in one body.
No. 21. The Poor-law Medical Officers’ Association.-

Secretary, Mr. H. Greenwood, Princes’ Chambers, 9,
CopthaU-avenue, London-wall, London, E.C. 200 members.
No. 22. The Gateshead ffdical Association.-Secretary,

Dr. Alfred Cox, Cotfield House, Gateshead. 45 members.
This includes all the local practitioners with but one

’exception.
No. 23. The -,’V-e7veastle-on-Tyne Medical Ethical (new)

Society.-Secretary, Dr. S. M’Cracken, Newcastle-on-Tyne.

. A. No. 24. The Soutlt Shields Medical Praetitioners Association. - Secretary, Dr. J. H. Hunter, South Shields.
cre- 53 members.
bon. No. 25. The Middlesborough Medical Association.-Presi-

dent, Mr. S. Walker.
of No. 26. The Battersea and Clapham Medical Scrciee.-
ogy Secretary, Dr. W. Carey, Gloucester House, 41, Bolingbroke-
itee grove, Wandsworth-common, S.W. The board consists of

m., 15 medical practitioners.
try, No. 27. The Eastern Valley Medical Association.-
in ; Secretary, Mr. A. B. Avarne, Crossfield House, Blaenavon,

Monmouthshire. Members, 13 colliery surgeons.
Dr. No. 28. The Incorporated Medical Practitioners’ Assoeia
Dr. tion of Great Yarmouth.-Secretary, Mr. W. E. Wyllys, 25,

King-street, Great Yarmouth. Comprises every practitioner
Iso in the borough except the medical officers of the Friendly
,nd Society’s Institute.
nal No. 29. Beckenham and Penge Medical Society.-Secre-
as tary, Mr. C. S. Woodd, Ashburton House, Penge, S.E’.
ce. From 30 to 40 members.
nd No. 30. The South- West London Medical 5oeiety.-Presi-
nd dent, Mr. W. G. Dickinson, Elm Bank, West-hill, Putney-

heath, S.W. Medical reform and ethics have a prominent
place in the programme of this society.

)r. The above is but a preliminary and very imperfect list.
00 Its publication will, we hope, bring us many communica-

tions from other societies. Some of these societies are

:r. already known to us, but we do not possess sufficient details
p- to include them in the list at present. We might, for

instance, have included the Portsmouth Medical Union. It
r. was founded in 1895 and had at that date 80 members, but the
)n secretary then appointed has left Portsmouth. We have not
as yet heard who has taken his place or how the union stands
)n to-day. Then a Provident Medical Association was formed

at Bexhill-on-Sea in October, 1895, after the model of the
similar association existing close at hand at Eastbourne, but

rt we have not yet heard who is the present secretary or
i, how this association has prospered. At Hull a Medical
is Ethical Society was founded in 1889 and about 90 per cent.

of the local practitioners belonged to it, but as an ethical
al society it was not successful and ultimately it became

the Hull Medical Society. In 1895 it numbered 85
e members out of about 100 local practitioners, but was

weak-kneed in dealing with economical questions, and we
- should like to know whether any new life has been infused

into this organisation of late. At Folkestone a Provident
n Medical Association was founded by the Folkestone Medical

Society in December. 1895. At Wolverhampton a District
, Medical Society was formed in 1894 which proposed to deal
I with economic questions. Dr. Deanesly, 4, Waterloo-road,

Wolverhampton, is its secretary and there are 30 members,
but it is at present passing through a period of apathy from
which it should be awakened by the example of activity

- shown in so many other towns. The Leicester Medical Society
, took the initiative of forming a medical union in the spring

of 1896, but there was some backsliding and we fear that
this union never attainerl a very strong position. At Walsall

, Mr. Willmore took the initiative and endeavoured to form a
imedical union in 1896. We have not, however, heard any-

thing further of the progress of this s’)ciety. Iu Sheffield also
a t-imilar society was to have been constituted. The Leeds
and West Riding Medico-Chirurgical Society is a very large
body, for it has some 300 member?, but it was no easy matter
to persuade this body to deal energetically with ethical and
economical questions. Indeed, in this !atter re-pect the large
commercial and manufacturing centres&mdash;Leeds, Liverpool,
Birmingham, and Glasgow&mdash;are the most difficult to move.
Then there is the Bradford and We"t Riding Medical Union
where greater activity is shown than at Leeds. The South-

ampton Medical Society took up the question of hospital
abuse and the Newbury and District Medical Society showed
some activity in regard to the battle of the clubs, while
the Rochdale and District Medical Scciety made very
energetic protests against the Midl1loives Bill in 1897. Tl e
British Postal Medical Officers’ Association (genoal
secretary, Dr. R. R. Giddings, Nottingham) may perhaps te
included among the organisations aealing with econon ic
questions, as also the Incorporated Society of Medical
Officers of Health, which has its offices at 197. High Holborn,
London, W.C. Then there is also the Metropolitan Pol-ce
Surgeons’ Association (secretary, Mr. F. W. Spurgin, 11,
Wimpole-street, London, W ).
We trust that all the societies just mentioned and also all

other medical organisations which deal with economic al
questions and which we have omitted to mention will se nd
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us at once the addresses of their present secretaries and the
number of members whom they. have enrolled. Even the
very imperfect and incomplete list now given will serve to
show that the organisations are sufficiently numerous to lay
the basis of a national federation and to establish a common
centre for intercommunication. The medical unions,
guilds, and other kindred societies should govern themselves
in their collective as well as in their local capacity. But
at first someone must take the initiative so as to bring them
all together. This, we trust, will be achieved at the Paris
International Deontological or Ethical Congress, if it is not
done at an earlier date by the congress which the Manchester
Medical Guild proposes to convoke. As, however, the Paris
Congress will take place at no very distant date-namely,
from July 23rd to 28th, 1900-and as many British
societies are already pledged to attend, the question arises
whether it would not be wiser to postpone the Man-
chester Congress till after the Paris meeting. A great
number of medical men have decided to go to Paris
next year both for the sake of visiting the Universal Ex-
hibition and of attending some of the scientific congresses.
The French organisers have been careful to select such dates
as will enable their medical guests to assist at more than one
congress. Thus the International Congress of Medicine will
meet from August 2nd to August 9th, that of the Medical
Press from July 27th to July 29th, and the International Con-
gress on Hygiene is to be from August 10th to August 17th.
This, then, is a unique opportunity of uniting in one town
a very large number of medical men; and as Paris is

possibly the most beautiful and the most attractive capital
in the world, and further, as there will be at that time the
grandest and largest exhibition ever seen, there can be no
sort of doubt but that the general desire will be to flock to
Paris. With regard to the International Ethical Congress
we feel convinced that, if desired, facilities will be afforded
for the British section to meet separately, and that will be an
excellent opportunity for bringing about a common under-
standing and for establishing the basis of a British federa-
tion of all medical organisations dealing with economic ques-
tions. Under these circumstances would it not be more

prudent to refrain from splitting up in two different directions
the energies and resources of the existing organisations ? We
have the utmost sympathy with the desire of the Manchester
Guild to convoke a British national congress of such
societies, but we would point out to them that they can
scarcely hope to compete against the French Government
which is giving every possible help to the International
Ethical Congress, such as gratuitous printing at the
National Press, reduction in raiiway fares, free use of
Government and university buildings, State hospitality and
invitations to Ministerial receptions, &c. Besides, none
of the societies approve of competition and all, on the con-
trary, desire union. The Paris Congress was convoked by a
Ministerial Decree, dated June llth, 1898, and the full
details concerning this Congress were published in these
columns on May 6th last. Therefore it was first in
the field and as it gives much better promise of success we
would urge that the Manchester Congress would be more
useful and much better attended if it was held after, and not
before, the Paris meeting. In any case we shall be pleased
to give our best support to both congresses, the national and
the international; but we would observe that, especially in
the present embryonic condition of the movement, one

congress at a time is as much as can be successfully managed.

THE ORGANISATION OF THE MEDICAL PROFESSION IN
DURHAM.

THE following statement with regard to the Medical
Union in Durham has been sent to us for publication by a
correspondent:-

" In consequence of the absurdly low scale of payment
received from the miners and other workmen in the
county of Durham an agitation has been quietly going on
amongst the medical men who have colliery and working-
class practices to find out a way to increase the charges.
For the last 50 years it has been customary to contract with
all classes of workmen in colliery districts to attend them at
the rate of 6d. a fortnight. This payment was not taken
from every individual, but in most cases from householders
alone, the household including not only wife and family, but
also in many cases two or three lodgers as well. For this

pittance the doctor had to supply not only medicine,

but also medical and surgical attendance, the only
extra being in many cases midwifery, which was paid
for, except in some few districts, at the rate of 10s.
per case. Colliery accidents certainly are paid for
by the colliery owners, who for each colliery appoint their
own surgeon and pay him for attendance on accidents
happening to men whilst at work, that payment being in a
great number of cases ridiculously inadequate, but, as the
appointment usually carries with it the privilege of having
the men’s subscriptions deducted from their wages at the-
colliery office, its value is increased. The cost not only of
drugs, but of surgical appliances and dressings, and also of
assistance, having increased materially during the last few
years, and the education of the workmen having made it.
impossible for them to be ’put off’ with the old methods of
treatment, the payments have not been sufficient for the
patients to have justice done to them, and as the miners’
earnings have increased about 75 per cent. and other
workmen’s wages proportionately since the scale of
payment was fixed it was thought to be high time
for something to be done. Individual action being
out of the question, a meeting of medical men was

held in Durham on Dec. 8th, 1898, and was pretty well
attended. An association was formed which was named
’ The County of Durham Medical Union.’ Dr. E. Jepson of
Durham was unanimously elected president, Dr. J. F. Arm-
strong of South Shields vice-president, a council of twelve
was formed, and Messrs. Graham and Shepherd, solicitors, of
Sunderland, were appointed legal advisers and secretaries.
Resolutions were carried fixing the new rate of payment to-
be at the increased rate of 9d. a fortnight per adult workman
and naming a day for the increase to take place. It was
also thought that as the majority of the men whom the
increase affected were miners the best way to get at them
was through their union, and Messrs. Graham and Shepherd
were instructed to write to the Miners’ Union lodge
secretaries to ask them to bring the matter before the
members of each lodge, when in case of the majority dis-
agreeing a deputation would be sent from the Medical Union
to discuss the question. The miners’ lodges, with few excep-
tions, ignored the application. The next move was to appoint
committees for each district, with chairman and secretary,
to issue circulars signed by all the medical men in the dis-
trict. In some districts this was done at once, but in others
considerable difficulty was found in bringing the medical men
into line, some one or two of them (usually old-established
practitioners) being afraid of the miners’ threats to bring in
new medical men at the old rate of payment. This issuing of the
circulars to the miners was the signal for war to be declared
by them, and in nearly every instance where a medical man
has ’stuck out’ for 9d. new practitioners have been imported.
To try to prevent men from applying for such posts as were
advertised by the miners a counter-advertisement was
inserted in the medical papers, and also in several local
and Scotch papers, warning medical men that this struggle
still continued and advising them before applying to com-
municate with Messrs. Graham and Shepherd. It is gratifying
to hear that this advertisement was the means of prevent
ing many medical men from applying to the miners ; it is
also encouraging to find that the resident practitioner has
managed to retain his hold on the practice, so that although
he has lost money still he is not ousted, and in every
district but one where the medical men have commenced
the fight all who have signed the circulars have loyally stuck
together. In the one instance mentioned very strongly
organised opposition was brought to bear by the men,
threats to import new medical officers having apparently
frightened the majority of the local members of the
County of Durham Medical Union, so that two members only

’ 

of the local committee are still fighting the battle. Of
, these two one is now fighting his second opponent. The

other member of the Union, since the fight began in March,
5has had no less than eight medical men brought against
i him, the eighth being in residence now, but losing ground
Lso rapidly that in all probability another week or two will
. see the end of the opposition. In one district the original
. medical man has now a greater number actually paying

him 9d. a, fortnight than he had when working for 6d.
and this in spite of opposition. Some collieries just south

i of the Tyne consented with very little trouble to pay
the increased rate, the north-western portion of the county

t being the seat of. the most determined opposition. In South

3Shields the advance has already been obtained, both from
, the miners and from other classes of workmen formerly
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paying 6d. In Sunderland notices have been given that the
rate of 9d. is to commence on Jan. 1st, 1900, and also another
very important item in the Union’s work, the Battle of the
Clubs,’ is to begin on the same day. The friendly societies
have been paying 3s. a head per annum, but on and after
that date no member of the Union will take on a club at a
lower rate than 4s. This is the first step in the fight against
friendly societies in the county, but it is expected that all
other districts will follow the example. Great activity in the
work is being shown in all the towns throughout the county
and several of the medical societies not formed on a purely
scientific basis have become affiliated to the Union en masse.
The fact that it is possible for miners and other bodies of
men to import qualified men to undersell their brother

practitioners shows the urgent need of organisation of
the profession. It really seems a most deplorable thing
that professional men, numbering among them many 
university graduates, can be found to work under a com- 1
mittee of working-men, to be at their beck and call,
and liable to be censured by them on the slightest
provocation. The General Medical Council is not sufn-

- ciently representative and the British Medical Association 
is too much a scientific body to take much notice of 
the pecuniary needs of the general practitioner, more 
especially of those men who are working under such
conditions as to make contract work necessary. The 
Council of the Durham Medical Union are arranging a
conference with Mr. George Brown, Dr. Glover, and Mr. 
Horsley, with a view to get them to help us in the General 

s

Medical Council. In the County of Durham Medical Union r
we are glad to have as members some of the honorary 

t

:staff, both medical and surgical, of the Royal Infirmary,
Newcastle-on- Tyne, the Sunderland Infirmary, the Durham
County Hospital, and many other medical men who, 

a

although having no contract work themselves, are willing 
to do all they can to raise the status of the club practitioner, 
the first step being to secure for him adequate remuneration
for his work, which can only be effected by working together
shoulder to shoulder." t

BIRMINGHAM.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

Bir17&acirc;ngkam Clinical Board.
THE distribution of prizes to the students of the Clinical

School took place on Oct. 13bh. At the invitation of the
chairman, Dr. T. F. Chavasse, tea was served in the board-
room of the hospital, after which the prizes were awarded and
an address was given by Professor John Chiene, President of
the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. The address,
which was essentially of a practical character, was frequently
applauded by a large gathering of students and practitioners.
At the conclusion Professor Chiene criticised the recent
addresses given by Sir J. Crichton-Browne at Manchester and
Sir William Gairdner at Mason University College, and com-
bated the opinion that scientific study tended to materialism.
Natural history, biology, and still more anatomy and physio-
logy, as studies were calculated, he impressed upon his
hearers, to increase our reverence and to have an ennobling
tendency rather than to tend to upset the foundations of
belief in the laws of evolution or unfolding.

Mason University College.
The recent appeal on Sept. 27th made by the Canvassing

Committee resulted in a disappointment as far as the amounts
received were concerned. Over 20,000 circulars to the
citizens were sent out and the returns showed an average of
about 2s. a head, while the expenses of the appeal reached
10 per cent. At a more recent meeting of the committee,
held on Oct. 13th, a much more gratifying result was

shown when it was announced that the sums promised
amounted to &pound;315,000. The handsome donation of .620,000
from Mr. Charles Holcroft enabled the report to be so favour-
able. Mason College already possesses an endowment of
&pound;200,000, so that the new university will start with some-
what over half a million. The draft Charter has been pre-
sented to the Privy Council and after it has lain upon the
table of the House of Commons for 30 consecutive days
another stage in progress will be reached. It is not proposed
at present to spend much money on buildings but mainly
to secure at first the best teaching staff possible for the
objects of the new University of Birmingham.

Drink and Insanity.
The judicial sub-committee of the Watch Committee have

had to deal with a singular case of official want of knowledge.
A detective sergeant was summoned at the police-court for an’
assault of an exceptional character while under the influence
of drink. The details were of an extraordinary kind, the
detective representing himself as the modern Sherlock
Holmes and otherwise behaving in a strange way. It was
stated that the detective had been an inmate of the

borough asylum three years ago. Since that time he
had been performing his ordinary duties well until this

episode occurred. That the committee should not have been
aware of his having been a patient in the asylum is a curious
fact, and an unfortunate one for the public. Having com-
pleted 18 years of police service the man is entitled to a
pension, and under the circumstances of the case a resolu-
tion was adopted to allow him to retire from the force upon
this allowance.

S’tratford-on-Avon Hospital.
The seventy-sixth annual meeting of the governors and

subscribers to this hospital was held on Oct. 9th. The report
showed that the institution was in a very efficient condition.
A liberal bequest of 6360, free from legacy duty, had been
received from the executors of the late Mr. Edward Corbett
and invested according to the rules. A recommendation had
been received from the House Committee with regard to the
erection of a gardener’s lodge, servants’ room, and cold
storage accommodation at a cost of about &pound;860. The
medical report showed that the patients remaining under
treatment last year were 25 and that the cases admitted
during the year were 149. There had been four deaths.
The number of out-patients was 331 and they had been
admitted from 45 parishes. The paying patients for the
past half year have added between &pound;70 and &pound;80 to the funds’
of the charity.

Exhumation of a Body.
A singular case was revealed at an inquest held at Stour-

bridge on Oct. 13th on the body of a railway signalman
exhumed under an order from the Home Secretary. The
deceased was injured in January by falling from the top of
the steps of the signal-box in which he was engaged owing
to the woodwork giving way. He was removed to the Guest
Hospital with his. spine injured and remained there until

May 30th. He was then transferred to the workhouse
where he died on June 1st. The man died in Stafford-
shire, and the coroner after opening an inquest upon the
body himself met with an accident and died. The man
having been buried in Worcestershire the coroner for that
jurisdiction held it requisite that he must hold an inquest
upon him and the bcdy was therefore exhumed. The jury
returned the following verdict:&mdash;"That death was caused
accidentally by the neglect of the Great Western Railway
Company in not providing a safe and proper guard round
the signal-box ; also that the Guest Hospital authorities did
not use proper discretion in the removal of the deceased from
the hospital to the workhouse ; and the jury recommend
that in future the hospital authorities provide an ambulance
for the removal of similar cases."

Association of General Practitioners at Birmingham.
A combination of considerable interest to the profession is

being organised in Birmingham at the present time. The
recent proceedings with regard to the proposed consultative in-
stitution have drawn attention to the fact that there are other
grievances to be remedied which materially affect the general
body of the profession apart from those more directly relating
to the consultants in the scheme under consideration. As a
’esult an association is being formed to be called the Birming-
iam and District General Practitioners’ Union. It is proposed

divide the town and neighbourhood into certain districts,
ach of which will appoint a president, chairman, and
:ecretary, who in their turn will become members of the
;entral executive. Already meetings have been held which
iave been largely attended, more than 100 practitioners being
)resent at some of them and the proposals of the asso-
ciation have been received with enthusiasm. The objects
tated to be held in view are the prevention of the ex-

)loiting of the services of medical practitioners by friendly
ocieties against the interests of the profession for the
;ain of others, the reform of hospital out-patient abuse,
nd for mutual protection to assist in the application
f an ethical code of guidance. It is alleged that grave
vils exist in the influence exercised by touting in certain-


